Annex C

City of York Council Committee Minutes

MEETING YOUNG PEOPLE'S WORKING GROUP

DATE

17 JANUARY 2008

PRESENT COUNCILLORS BLANCHARD (CHAIR), ASPDEN,

RUNCIMAN, GUNNELL, AYRE AND ALEXANDER

13.

14.

15.

16.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

At this point in the meeting the Chair invited Members to declare any
personal or prejudicial interests they might have in the business on the
agenda.

Councillor Aspden declared a personal non-prejudicial interest in Agenda
Item 5 (Update on Involvement and Participation work in York) as he is a
part time teacher and a member of the National Union of Teachers (NUT).

Councillor Alexander declared a personal and prejudicial interest in
Agenda Item 5 (Update on Involvement and Participation work in York) as
he was a prospective candidate for the Children and Young People’s
Champion.

MINUTES

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the Young People’s Working
Group held on 9 October 2007 be approved and
signed by the Chair as a correct record.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

It was reported that there had been no registrations to speak at the
meeting under the Council’s Public Participation Scheme.

YOUTH OPPORTUNITY AND CAPITAL FUNDING

Members considered a report that advised them of the next tranche of
‘Youth Opportunity and Capital Funding’ monies that were available to
York, sought their preliminary views as to the best way to consult young
people and others about allocating these funds to projects within the city
as well as any initial strategic steers that Members themselves may wish to
offer.

Last summer, the Government announced a £679m package of funds to
develop services and facilities for young people as part of a 10 year youth
programme. It is known that York’s share of these funds, for the next three
years (2008-11) will be £0.878m. It is not known whether any grant
restrictions will be placed on these funds.

Members received a presentation in the form of a DVD that had been
compiled by Members of Yorkash. Two Members of Yorkash were present



17.

at the meeting and informed Members that 117 applications had been
received this year and they had had £145,000 to distribute. The amount of
applications received this year had been 50% higher than the previous
year.

The representatives from Yorkash felt that they could potentially fund five
large applications with the monies available and thought that this could be
more beneficial to the community as a whole. They therefore proposed to
prioritise the funding of applications between £5,000 and £30,000 for one
year. This did not mean that they would not consider applications for
smaller amounts.

They also suggested that a question could be added to the application
form that asked whether Yorkash funds had been received previously.
Other suggestions for improvement were as follows:

e Online forms

e More funding for rural projects

e Target more Black Minority Ethnic (BME) groups & make the
application form available in languages other than English.

e Bid assessment block (i.e. assessing all the applications in a 2 day
block when the whole panel is available). This could take the form of a
residential weekend and processed could be recorded.

RESOLVED: That Members note the allocation of £0.878m for
young people’s projects in York over the next three
years and recommend the comments of the Yorkash
representatives regarding their suggested adjustments
to the system of allocating the funds for the coming
year be implemented.’

REASON: To enable the consultation process to start in a
manner that reflects Members’ views.

UPDATE ON INVOLVEMENT AND PARTICIPATION WORK IN YORK

Members considered a report that set out the main recent and forthcoming
initiatives in the work to promote the Participation and Involvement of
children and young people in shaping services in the city; these included:

e Elections for Children and Young People’s Champion
Officers reported that they had received responses from 17 primary
schools, 1 secondary school and the pupil referral unit in relation to the
elections for the Children and Young People’s Champion. The Hustings
event was due to be held on 8" February 2008. Members asked
whether the current Children and Young People’s Champion would be
invited to the event and it was confirmed that he would.

e Involvement Strategy
This is the strategy that brings together all the Involvement and
Participation work within the City. Work has already been developed on
a number of issues, in particular:




e Community planning
e Schools Council Conferences
e Coordination and training

e OFSTED TellUs2 Survey
FSTED had undertaken a national survey of young people’s views
which had been outlined at Annex A to the report.

e Takeover Day

In November 2007, the Office of the Children’s Commissioner had
promoted an event entitled Takeover Day. This celebrated the ways in
which children and young people made a positive contribution to their
communities. A number of activities had taken place across the City
including a number of young people becoming Lord Mayor for the day,
a number of young people editing the Evening Press for a day and a
number of young people documenting their school day.

RESOLVED: That Members note the developments outlined in this
report.

REASON: So that Members are aware of progress in these
areas.

Councillor P Blanchard, Chair
[The meeting started at 5.10 pm and finished at 6.25 pm].



